During an investigation of lytic enzymes associated with sporulation of Bacillus thuringiensis var. thuringiensis (ATCC 10792), it was necessary to determine the chemical structure of the organism's cell wall. 
During an investigation of lytic enzymes associated with sporulation of Bacillus thuringiensis var. thuringiensis (ATCC 10792), it was necessary to determine the chemical structure of the organism's cell wall. The present communication describes this aspect of the investigation. A detailed description of the lytic enzymes will be reported separately.
Late-exponential-phase cells grown in a vigorously aerated peptone medium [containing, per liter: 1.5 (Fig. 1) . The results indicate that 68% of the total hexosamine of the wall was extracted in 3 hr, accompanied by no detectable solubilization of the alanine-containing glycopeptide. The extracted polysaccharide was composed of glucose, glucosamine, and galactosamine, and contained no amino acids.
The cell walls were examined for susceptibility
